Dislocation of a fractured mandibular condyle into the middle cranial fossa: a case treated by an extracranial approach.
Penetration of the mandibular condyle into the middle cranial fossa is a rare complication usually due to blunt traumas to the chin. Particular anatomical and dynamic conditions can lead to the intracranial dislocation of the condyle in spite of the fracture of the condylar neck that usually prevents this event from dissipating the kinetic force of the impact. We report the case of a 10-year-old female patient suffering from symphyseal and bilateral condilar fracture with intrusion of the left condyle into the middle cranial fossa. The diagnosis of intracranial dislocation was initially missed because of the nonspecific symptomatology and insufficient radiologic data provided by conventional investigations (plain X-rays and panoramic views). The persistence of the limitation of the mouth opening and the worsening of the preauricular pain with irradiation to the temporal region led us to perform further radiological investigations (computed tomography scan and magnetic resonance imaging) that revealed the intracranial complication. A successful removal of the displaced condyle was carried out through an extracranial approach, and at a 3-year follow-up temporomandibular joint function is satisfactory. The case is reported to emphasize the need for careful radiological investigation in case of condylar fractures and the effectiveness of the extracranial route to surgically treat these rare complications.